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I ventured far from the straight and narrow path on my journey to 
contribute to land protection and conservation efforts. Though I graduated 
with a BS in Environmental Studies from Florida State University, I entered 
the U.S. Army immediately following college. As an officer, I commanded 
Cavalry Scouts and Infantrymen. For nearly five years, land protection and 
conservation rarely crossed my mind. However, upon leaving the Army, I 
weighed several options for my post military career. Ultimately, I decided to 
continue my education and entered graduate school at the University of 
Connecticut, seeking a Master’s of Science in Natural Resources. I spent this 

summer conducting research in urban forestry and worked as a Graduate Mentor for the Natural 
Resources Conservation Academy (a high school outreach program conducted by UCONN). 

I spent the first half of this summer focusing on urban forestry research. Moving forward into 
the 21st Century, urban forests will be key to sustainable development and healthy cities. Urban forests 
provide many social and ecological benefits to metropolitan areas, which impact the environmental and 
social welfare of an urban area. Ecologically, urban forests include storm water mitigation, carbon 
sequestration, air and water quality improvements, energy savings, and increased wildlife habitat 
(Dwyer et al. 1992; Nowak 1993).   

Urban forests provide social benefits to the population as well, including a greater sense of 
safety amongst the population, reduced respiratory illnesses, increased property values, and increased 
use of neighborhood common spaces (Kuo 2003; Price 2003). Unfortunately, inequities exist in the 
amount of ecosystem benefits received among neighborhoods within urban areas, and these differences 
are often related to socioeconomic conditions.  

My research focuses on identifying trends between tree canopy coverage and socioeconomic 
predictor variables, such as education levels and poverty percentages, across twenty-five U.S. cities. 
Ultimately, this research could help highlight larger environmental injustices across U.S. cities. This 
research could influence land protection and tree planting initiatives in urban areas. ALPINE highlighted 
the importance of small land contributions as part of a larger conservation effort. This is perhaps more 



 

relevant to urban areas than any other type of environment because of the disturbances caused to the 
natural ecosystems by man-made structures. Protecting small plots of land can have a drastic effect on 
the urban ecology and ecosystem.  

The second half of my 
summer was spent as a Graduate 
Mentor for UCONN’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Academy 
(NRCA). This program focuses on 
connecting high school students 
with nature and then pairs them 
with community partners to work on 
local conservation projects across 
the state. I helped mentor 24 high 
school students, exposing them to 
conservation and natural resources 
topics ranging from forestry to 
wildlife, hydrology to biodiversity. 
Some participants had never been 
hiking or fishing, watching their 
apprehension about nature turn to 
enthusiasm was incredibly 
rewarding. Local community 
involvement in conservation and 
land protection was a topic 
frequently addressed by ALPINE 
throughout the summer. The NRCA 
has helped to solidify this concept.   

ALPINE and the NRCA have 
helped to change my perception of 
land protection and conservation. At 
the beginning of the summer, I was 
focused solely on my research. I 

hoped to publish my findings, attend a few conferences, graduate, and move on to the next stage. 
However, I now wish to seek other ways to help implement by research. Publications and conferences 
are an excellent, necessary means to communicate with fellow academic professionals. In addition, I 
wish to find ways to connect with community partners, local conservation organizations, and 
professional urban foresters to help enact change. 

 


