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The Kennebunk, Kennebunkport and Wells 

Water District is a quasi-municipal water 
utility that was established in 1921 by an 

act of the Maine State Legislature.   
 

The District serves an area that 
encompasses the towns of Kennebunk, 

Kennebunkport, Wells, Ogunquit, Arundel 
and portions of Biddeford and York. 



K.K.W.W.D. STATISTICS 
Area served:   53 sq. miles 

Towns served:  Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, Wells, Arundel, 

     Ogunquit, part of York & part of Biddeford 

Customers served:  13,500 

Population served:  Year round – 28,000+ 

   Seasonal – 100,000+ 

Employees:   41 Full time 

Revenues:   2015 - $6.9 million 

Water production  Annual – 1.1 Billion gallons 

   Daily Average – 3.0 MGD 

   Winter (min) – 1.8 MGD 

   Summer (max) – 6.9 MGD 



  
 

•  Source water supplies  
– Branch Brook (3 to 6 MGD) 
– Ground water (2 to 3 MGD) 
– Utility interconnections (3 MGD) 

Total supply: 8 to 12 MGD 

 









  









Our Mission 

  To provide the highest 
quality drinking water and 
customer service at the 
lowest reasonable cost. 

 



Questions? 



 
 

CONSERVATION	PARTNERSHIPS	HELP		
PROTECT	AND	MAINTAIN	PROVIDENCE’S		

SCITUATE	RESERVOIR	WATERSHED	

Christopher	Riely,	CF	
Forest	Supervisor	



PROVIDENCE	WATER	AND	THE				
SCITUATE	RESERVOIR	WATERSHED	

•  Public	u(lity	developed	and	
operated	by	City	of	Providence	

•  Current	system	established	c.	1920	
•  Now	provides	water	to	600,000	
people	or	2/3	of	all	Rhode	Islanders	

• Main	Scituate	Reservoir	and						
several	smaller	tributary	reservoirs	

•  93	square	mile	watershed,											
mostly	private	land	

• Water	Resources	Division	manages	
13,000	acres	of	City-owned	forest	
surrounding	reservoir	system	



IMPORTANCE	OF	PARTNERSHIPS	

•  Small	state	and	close-knit	
community	with	people	
wearing	“different	hats”	

•  Share	resources,	
knowledge,	and	skills	that	
contribute	to	mutually	
beneficial	outcomes	

• Help	leverage	addi(onal	
resources	otherwise	
unavailable	



HOW	WAS	THE	CONNECTION	ESTABLISHED?	
•  Scituate	Reservoir	Watershed	
Educa(on	Program	
established	in	1993	

• Need	for	outreach	and	
educa(on	program,	but	
could	not	hire	internal	staff	

•  Funded	by	Providence	
Water;	implemented	by	
Northern	RI	Conserva(on	
District	

• Has	grown	to	$90k/year	
contract	mostly	funding	one	
posi(on	

•  LandWaterConnec(on.org	



WHAT	ARE	THE	BENEFITS	OF	THIS	
CONNECTION	TO	PROVIDENCE	WATER?	
• Nonprofit	partners	are	
beWer	posi(oned	to	take	
the	lead	with	grants	

• Benefit	from	exper(se	and	
resources	we	do	not	have	

• Have	leveraged	more	than	
$765k	in	external	grant	
funding	over	past	decade	

•  “Southern	New	England	
Heritage	Forest”	tri-state	
NEFA	grant	partnership	>	
RCPP	applica(on	



WORKING	WITH	SCITUATE	LAND	TRUST	
AND	CONSERVATION	COMMISIION	

•  Providence	Water	is	the	largest	
taxpayer	in	Scituate	

•  Innova(ve	way	to	resolve	
differences	over	tax	assessment	

•  $5	million	from	Town	of	
Scituate	to	Providence	Water	

•  2009-14	project	(meframe	
•  11	parcels	=	520	acres	
•  Conserved	tracts	of	mutual	
interest	to	Town	and	PWSB	

•  Land	acquired	at	good	value	
due	to	(ming	(recession)	



WHAT	CAN	CONSERVATION	GROUPS	DO	TO	
FACILITATE	A	LONG-TERM	CONNECTION?	

• Establish	rela(onships	with	
both	watershed	managers	
and	decision	makers		

• Need	pa(ence	and	long	
(meframe	to	gain	results	

• Be	sensi(ve	to	our	needs		
• U(li(es	are	by	nature			
risk-averse	organiza(ons	

• Help	with	the	tasks	water	
suppliers	are	not	good	at	
or	well-posi(oned	for	



WHAT	COULD	CONSERVATION	GROUPS	
HELP	US	ACCOMPLISH	OVER	TIME?	

• Conserve	the	two-thirds	of	
the	watershed	that	is	
privately	owned	

• Proac(vely	address	threats	
to	water	supply	

• Extend	educa(on	program	
to	include	urban	students	

•  Improved	watershed	
community	rela(ons	

• Coordina(on	of	priori(es	
and	ac(vi(es	leading	to	
greater	impact	



Christopher	Riely,	CF	
Providence	Water	
criely@provwater.com	
(401)	521-6300	ext.	7313	

QUESTIONS?	


